
"WHY BERNIE SANDERS CAN'T WIN THE DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY."  [RECENT ARTICLE IN THE 

NEW YORKER] 

 

How disappointing it all is 

cheap opinion 

in today's  

New Yorker 

passing for shrewd  

commentary   

defining defeat 

at the outset  

of the US primaries  

sickly sweet post 

modern cynicism 

half-baked moral 

punditry passing 

for carefully  

thought out 

argument carefully 

arrived at truth well 

maybe it's time 

for the smug 

to shut up and let 

the people hear 

the politicians' 

voices make their 

own decisions to hell 

with all the talk of  

Daddy Warbucks’  

billion dollar  

war chest bound 

to win the primaries 

big money always  



wins you say well 

Little Orphan Annie’s  

got the peoples’ 

sympathy once again 

let them vote 

for their heroes  

if they want to  

give them for Christ's sake 

a chance. 
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FIRST 

 

one down in 

the morning 

making eggs 

toast & no 

jam so I 

slip to the 

pantry pick 

a new jar  

pop the lid 

--it's black  

currant jam 

& I'm the 

first one to 

stick a clean 

knife through 

the black & 

shiny surface  

into the red  

& succulent 

new berries 

first to lift 

their acid   

sweetness   

up to my  

opening  

lips  

 

  



FOR GB (WHO DROPPED BY ON MY BIRTHDAY 

 

You know sooner or later everyone 

wants to write a poem 

it doesn’t matter why 

really for example I 

wrote this one because I went 

outside to take a piss 

on a Sunday evening the day 

after my 50th birthday 

party & had to put down 

71 poems for people without 

hardly looking but up 

at the sky while standing 

at the edge of the porch 

I cd see Cassiopeia 

wiggling down the heavens 

and because I’d been reading 

Bk V of the Martyrology 

I expected to see a W or 

an M or a Sigma but 

what I saw was 

stars in the sky and all 

the time I was pissing & 

thinking what a relief it is 

to live in the country 

even though it feels  

remote sometimes 

but then how nice 

it is when a friend 

drops by 
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