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The Poetics Of Reincarnation  

 

In 2017 Peter O'Leary invited me to speak to his Western Esotericism class 

at the School of the Art Institute of Chicago.  That was the catalyst for this 

essay.  In time I have altered it.  It is in flux. 

 

Summary 

The creative intelligence of the Living Poem.  There are higher 

intelligences that exist around us and want to help us.  Entheogens -

visionary plants - allow us to access higher intelligences / nonordinary 

states of consciousness.  It is only by partnering with higher intelligences 

that we can get out of dualistic / binary thinking.  Poetry as a spiritual 

tool that reveals our divinity / the divinity and connectedness of all 

things.  Poetry is a way of carrying forth the gnosis / the revelation that 

the world is alive / there are higher intelligences - in my work I attempt 

to weave together entheogenic awareness with the reawakening of the 

Goddess archetype.  These threads can help us transcend patriarchy and 

take the next step in the evolution of human consciousness in which we 

become aware of our connection to the living world and the conscious 

divinity in which all things are imbued.     

* 

 

 

 



Towards An Ontology / Cosmogony  

It is my belief that there is an intelligent agent / an occult agency behind 

serendipitous discovery.  An invisible creative essence, the Living Poem 

itself, chooses which texts to place before me, out of which I give shape / 

a tangible body to It.   

* 

To be open and receptive to what may come.  It is the seemingly arbitrary 

way that books / materials / people, etc. come into my life that is so 

important to the collaborative nature of my work.  A collaboration with 

texts / with a library.  To be aware of the sentience of the Poem / to 

know that the Poem knows what it needs of me. It is not enough to 

simply immerse oneself in texts.  Experiential learning is required.  The 

living world has so much to teach us.  To bring in a multiplicity of voices 

and realities.  To be open to ambiguity and uncertainty.  Questions that 

lead to more questions.  The more you know, the more questions you 

ask.   

* 

The image / symbol / metaphor of weaving.  It's importance to my work.  

I am attempting to weave together various threads.  A weaving of text and 

a weaving of vision.  Weaving together of plant / entheogenic beliefs, as 

well as the Goddess archetype.  Both of these threads are being woven 

together at a time in which these things feel to be asserting themselves in 

the zeitgeist / the collective unconscious.  How weaving also speaks to 

spirals / coils / DNA.  Endless spirals / the Ouroboros.  Linearity 

progresses towards death.  The spiral / coil is an eternal cycle. 

Reincarnation can also be seen as a metaphor for my composition 

process.  The reincarnation of texts.  Also, the symbolism of the 

mushroom.  How the mushroom acts to break down and recycle.  



Rebirth.  The image of books sitting / waiting on shelves, like 

mushrooms under a conifer, waiting to be consulted / waiting to reveal 

their wisdom.  

* 

To disregard the knowledge / wisdom of other cultures is to, as Richard 

Evans Schultes says, forever entomb that knowledge within the culture 

that gave birth to it.  Our purpose is to learn as much as possible and to 

be open to receiving revelations.  Acquiring knowledge is our purpose in 

this incarnation, and what we gather here we can take with us 

elsewhere.  In Michael Talbot's The Holographic Universe, describing the 

reports of people who have had near death experiences (NDEs) he writes: 

"The second thing the beings emphasize is knowledge.  Frequently NDEers 

comment that the beings seemed pleased whenever an incident involving 

knowledge or learning flickered by during their life review.  Some are openly 

counseled to embark on a quest for knowledge after they return to their 

physical bodies, especially knowledge related to self-growth or that enhances 

one's ability to help other people.  Others are prodded with statements such as 

'learning is a continuous process and goes on even after death' and 'knowledge 

is one of the few things you will be able to take with you after you have died.'" 

* 

From Walter Wili's "The Orphic Mysteries And The Greek Spirit" (Writing 

about Plato's Republic): 

"This work is crowned by a myth which is related by Er the Pamphylian (hence 

originating on the southern coast of Asia Minor).  According to the legend, this 

man fell in battle but came back to life eleven days later just as he was about to 

be burned.  Having been appointed 'messenger to the world of men,' he was 

able to describe the other world (Republic, X, 614b -621d).  The souls were 

judged and divided in accordance with pure justice; the good, rewarded tenfold 

for their deeds, wandered through heaven; the wicked, punished tenfold for 



their misdeeds, through the underworld.  After this wandering, which continued 

for a thousand years, all the souls - with the exception of the tyrants eternally 

banished to Tartarus - gathered in the meadow of souls and prepared for a new 

incarnation.  From the meadow of souls they journeyed to the Milky Way and 

from there to the spindle of Ananke, Necessity (= celestial axis).  Here amid the 

music of the spheres, the soul, led by the Fate Lachesis, chose its new 

incarnation, which, once chosen, was unalterable.  Freely, but on the basis of 

its earlier life, the soul elected the life of a man or animal.  And Lachesis gave to 

each soul the daemon appropriate to its choice, as the 'guardian of their lives 

and the fulfiller of the choice' (620d,e).  Since the new life was marked out by 

fate and guided by the daemon, the path of the soul was irrevocably 

'predestined.'  The souls chose in all manner of ways.  The stupidest among 

them chose the life of a tyrant; Orpheus chose the life of a swan, since women 

had done him to death and he did not wish to be born of woman again (620a); 

Odysseus, finally, the shrewdest of all the Greeks, made the best choice, 'the 

life of a private man who had no cares' (620c).  The souls now passed on to the 

River Lethe, where they took varying draughts of forgetfulness and then as they 

slept were hurled amid thunder and lightning to earth for a new embodiment." 

* 

The above passages in many ways corroborate visions I have received in 

nonordinary states of consciousness.  I have come to believe that after 

death your soul and its daemon / daimon companion reunite and 

consult on what incarnation to take next.  In this time, you are part of 

the universal consciousness.  In the time between incarnations you have 

access to all knowledge, and are able to survey all of your previous 

incarnations.  You have total omniscience / you are a fully realized piece 

of cosmic consciousness.  You are bathed in the water of memory.  This 

is a place / dimension outside of time.  Once your soul and its daimon 

companion have agreed on the next incarnation, you return to earth.  

This is an idea that is still evolving.  It is my hope that through my work 

/ The Work I can continue to build on this foundation.  (Take all of these 



personal revelations with a grain of salt; I have also had the notion that 

there exists an eternal cosmic octopus who snaps its tentacles and 

creates new galaxies).   

* 

It is hard to get a unified theory of my metaphysical outlook.  I am trying 

to synthesize a lot of disparate ideas / weave together a lot of strands.  I 

wonder about the "spiritual lineage" of my soul.  Genealogy tells a 

biological story.  I can look at genealogical charts and understand a 

narrative of copulation.  But what of the metaphysical narrative?  Surely 

the soul is not the meat.  In my view, my soul has existed in many forms, 

certainly not all of them human.  Consciousness has always existed; 

there was no beginning and there will be no end.  Death reunites you 

with Eternal Consciousness - we will come to see that death is the mode 

of transportation that moves us across dimensions - death is a kind of 

shuttle.  Western materialists deny the soul, yet many cultures not only 

believe that everything has a soul - is imbued with divinity - but that 

some things have more than one soul.  Consciousness thought itself into 

being.  Evolution is the process by which consciousness manifests itself 

in the physical world.  As consciousness evolves, the beings that have 

been manifested out of consciousness begin to become aware.  

Consciousness and its creations come to know each other.  These are all 

ideas I'm working through.  Nothing is definitive.  I don't claim to know 

anything, nor do I seek to convert anyone / proselytize.  These are ideas 

that inform my work, and how I view the world and navigate through it.  

No one has a monopoly on the soul or on revelations / insights.  

* 

The idea that the work I'm engaged with now is a development of work I 

was doing in a previous incarnation.   



* 

Ralph Metzner, in his book Overtones And Undercurrents, writes: 

"In the normal course of events, it appears that souls discarnate when the 

person has completed their natural life cycle.  They may then go on to incarnate 

again, after a time, into another society and a different family with different 

conditions, perhaps even as the opposite gender, always seeking to maximize 

learning and growth with the healing power of unconditional love." 

And later in the book: 

"These [spirit guides] are the soul-spirits that know us and accompany us 

through many lives in different times and places.  They meet with us in the 

afterlife when the time comes for the life review and an assessment of what we 

learned in the earth life just ended and what projects and tasks we have in the 

higher worlds." 

* 

We are called to carry forth the gnosis, to get people ready / to prepare 

the way for further evolution of consciousness.  It is only when 

consciousness has evolved to a state where it / we can more fully 

comprehend that we will make the next step.  Poetry facilitates the 

evolution of consciousness, with the aim of getting humans to a place 

where they can make contact with the higher intelligences / where 

higher intelligences can manifest themselves in ways that humans can 

comprehend (or begin to comprehend).  Poetry itself can serve to alter 

reality / consciousness.  The experience of reading poetry can expand 

one's consciousness.  The mind-expanding power of poetry - to reveal our 

divinity and the divinity and interconnectedness of all things.  A line of 

transmission - poetry / poets as an infinite spiraling strand.  Each 

generation taking from what came before and adding to it and extending 

the wisdom / knowledge of the imaginal realms.        



* 

You may not remember all or even most of what you read / are exposed 

to.  But all that information leaves a residue / essence.  Every thought 

and action registers in the collective unconscious.  Every insight that 

comes through a meditative practice furthers the evolution of human 

consciousness.  Ervin Laszlo, in his The Connectivity Hypothesis expands 

on this idea:  

"The cerebral activity of generation after generation of individuals, integrated in 

the collective wavefunction of the species, in-forms the brain and nervous 

system of successive generations of individuals."   

Some people could interpret that as the Akashic records.  The process of 

reading ties in with this notion of a continuous cerebral awareness.  How 

ideas that we put "out there" / "on the drum" are preserved and then 

become accessible to others.  A thought, a skill that is discovered / 

learned by one person can then be tapped into by others, regardless of 

time or place.  The literal image of thought bubbles.  All of the thoughts 

of all living things, hanging like clouds in a psychic sky.     

* 

We do ourselves a great disservice by not consulting the other living 

intelligences around us.  There are intelligences that existed on this 

planet long before humans evolved.  It is folly for humans to assume they 

/ we are the only conscious beings on the planet / or that their / our 

level of consciousness is superior or more advanced than anything else's.  

There are plant and mineral intelligences that want to partner with us.  

Regarding Power Plants, Peter Lamborn Wilson, in The Temple of Perseus 

at Panopolis, writes: 

"This plan has been described as an effort on the part of Nature to protect 

herself by spreading shamanic potions around the world and converting 



humans (so long led astray by Monotheism, Progress, and the Machine-Demon) 

back to a loving and reciprocal relation with Earth.  In order to accomplish this, 

She has decided that ancient secrets must be told - in fact, forced upon the 

attention of human.  There are no more secrets anyway.  But there are still 

Mysteries." 

* 

To repaganize our literary heritage.  The old stories of our Paleolithic and 

Neolithic past were co-opted and distorted by the invading dominator 

society.  For millennia our reality has been shaped by these bastardized 

texts.  It's time again to upend these tales and create a new reality.  As 

Riane Eisler writes in her supremely important book, The Chalice & The 

Blade: 

"Often unconsciously, the process of unraveling and reweaving the fabric of our 

mythical tapestry into more gylanic patters - in which "masculine" virtues such 

as "the conquest of nature" are no longer idealized - is in fact already well under 

way.  What is still lacking is the "critical mass" of new images and myths that is 

required for their actualization by a sufficient number of people." 

As Joseph Campbell says (and is echoed by Allan Combs and Mark 

Holland in Synchronicity: Science, Myth, and the Trickster), myths have a 

reality beyond the accident of a particular form - they express a 

psychological reality which cannot be denied by reference to a historical 

level of understanding.   

* 

Christianity, and the mindset it has fostered (domination / subjugation 

of the earth and "authority" / "dominion" over all other living things) is / 

has been a temporary (though to the human mind very long) setback in 

the evolution of human consciousness.  Large numbers of people are 

beginning to awaken from the mental coma of the Western Judeo-

Christian mindset and see and experience the world as a living / sentient 



organism.  Everything is alive and connected.  The planet did not sit idly 

by for billions of years waiting for humans to come along and exploit it.  

Owls and trees are millions of years older than humans.  We are a blip 

on their radar.  Prior to Christianity our ancestors lived in a polytheistic 

/ animistic world.  Those memories reside deep in the collective 

unconscious.  A few millennia of male-dominated monotheism cannot 

eradicate dozens of millennia of prior wisdom.  We have the tools - in the 

form of visionary plants - to get back in touch with that buried wisdom.   

* 

The Goddess / The Mother.  Feminine and masculine energy is not 

gender specific.  We need holistic thinking / thinking in Gestalts, rather 

than binary thinking.  We need to balance the masculine, monotheistic 

dominator mentality with feminine, polytheistic holistic thinking.  An end 

to patriarchal power structures that deny the divinity of the living world, 

and wants to subjugate and dominate.  I am interested in the fluid 

nature of gender and sexuality.  We must move beyond binary choices.  

In addition to the repaganization of literature, we need a queering of 

language - a new language for a new reality.  The Goddess archetype is 

reemerging.  The Goddess archetype is available to everyone.  In Marion 

Woodman and Elinor Dickson's book Dancing in the Flames, they write: 

"If we look at the English Romantic poets of the early nineteenth century, we 

see something very different going on.  Essentially, their gifts made them 

outcasts from patriarchal society.  Their genius opened them to the collective 

unconscious, and their poetry is an articulation not only of their personal 

unconscious, but of the cultural unconscious as well.  Great poetry may be 

compared to big dreams in that both  come directly from the unconscious and 

are then amplified in the waking state in order to understand them more fully.  

When Blake, Shelly, and Keats were writing, they did not understand, nor did 

they have the means to understand, the unconscious as it was unveiled by 

Freud and Jung in our century.  The unifying light in creation, the Feminine 



that had been eclipsed particularly during the seventeenth century, began her 

return and made her presence known in the unconscious of these male poets." 

The awareness of the divinity of the living world is open to everyone.  

Through cycles of birth and death we have inhabited many forms.  The 

use of entheogenic plants brings awareness of our divinity. A life-

affirming worldview based on healing and wholes / not a death-affirming 

worldview based on suppression and dominance. Consciousness and 

divinity are one and the same.  Everything is conscious, alive, divine.  

The atoms of which the material world is composed are tangible pieces of 

consciousness.   

* 

Phil Baker, writing of the tarot of Austin Osman Spare, observes,  

"Spare seems to have turned his back on conventional tarot.  It was part of his 

rejection of ceremonial magic and established hermetic symbolism, in favor of a 

more stripped down and psychic style of magic relying on the unconscious."   

I see parallels in my own life; I too have an aversion to hierarchy and 

power structures / authority / orthodoxy.  I have experimented with 

practices and techniques from many systems / modes of thought, but 

am an adherent / adept / initiate of none.  Westscott and Mathers set a 

bad example by creating a hierarchy in Golden Dawn.  And as much as I 

appreciate the contributions of Crowley and Regardie, I cannot abide the 

male-dominated (misogynist) elements of their system.  I believe intuition 

should be one's guiding star.  Intuition and willingness. Stanislav Grof, 

in his Psychology Of The Future writes:  

"Organized religions tend to create hierarchical systems focusing on the pursuit 

of power, control, politics, money, possessions, and other secular concerns.  

Under these circumstances, religious hierarchy as a rule dislikes and 



discourages direct spiritual experiences in its members, because they foster 

independence and cannot be effectively controlled." 

* 

The human brain is acting like a kind of satellite receiver - the brain is 

getting signals from other dimensions - the way the brain interprets 

different signals creates the reality you experience.  The answers won't be 

found in outer space.  The answers will be found in inner space.  The 

idea that - since the brain is the receiver of signals - psilocybin allows the 

brain to pick up on signals that are otherwise blocked by the consensus 

reality signal.  I am really beginning to see how you can turn the dial on 

the brain, to bring in other frequencies.  I wish the vocabulary for this 

weren't so technical / rooted in computer age jargon.  I need to find a 

new way to describe this.  Instead of the vocabulary of electronics, 

perhaps there is a way to apply the language / vocabulary of crofting, 

weaving, foraging to describe the evolution of human consciousness.  A 

new language / vocabulary for a new entheogenic reality.   

* 

I am intrigued by the notion of Directed Panspermia - the deliberate 

seeding of the Earth.  Mushroom spores traveled / were sent through 

space and found suitable conditions on this planet - and probably on 

many other planets.  And they wait for intelligences to evolve / to come 

find them.  I like Terence McKenna's notion that mushrooms gave us 

language / language was a byproduct of humans interacting with 

mushrooms.  It doesn't matter to me if this fits into the framework of 

materialistic science.  The mushrooms contain messages from the beings 

who sent them - "higher intelligences" don't necessarily have to be 

"aliens."  It is only by working with the mushrooms that we can know 

about our past / our future.  The idea that the mushroom experience is 

revealing to you that which is your true / higher Self - your soul.  



Psilocybin has the ability to facilitate an awareness of the soul / World 

Soul / Absolute Mind.    

* 

The mushrooms were sent, not just from space, but from another 

dimension.  Everything within consensus reality - the material world - 

the universe - that is just one track / one frequency.  One channel within 

Absolute Consciousness / The Great Mind.  Entheogens allow us to tune 

into other frequencies from the Great Mind.  Whether something sent the 

mushrooms or not is irrelevant.  They exist.  Perhaps they were sent by a 

higher intelligence in another dimension - at some point near the 

beginning of this dimension.  Perhaps the mushroom spores are 

remnants from a previous universe, in the great cycle of universes.  This 

dimension - the known material world - is just one cell in the Great Mind 

of Absolute Consciousness.  The mushroom spores were sent into the 

outer space of this dimension with the aim of landing on hospitable 

planets and waiting for something to make contact with them.  What in 

this dimension takes billions of years could be the equivalent of minutes 

in another dimension.  All of human history has been made up of 

discovering bits and pieces of this higher realm.  All the world's religions 

and spiritual practices originated from ancient humans / proto-humans 

discovering visionary plants, and taking lessons from those plants and 

using that knowledge to further their consciousness.  But it's not a linear 

process.  Some cultures learn more than others.  Some cultures that are 

now extinct or are marginalized have learned a great deal more than 

Western industrial society has.  Long extinct civilizations may have 

developed spiritual tools and accessed knowledge far more sophisticated 

than what we have now.  Perhaps "higher intelligences" are former 

peoples trying to help us.  The spiritual tools discovered and honed 

through entheogenic practices further consciousnesses and allows us to 

gain access to other dimension / other parts of the Great Mind.  What is 



learned through contact with visionary plants can benefit society.  As 

human consciousness evolves, the way we treat the living world will 

change.  We will come to see that everything is alive and divine and 

connected.  But it's not enough to know this intellectually.  Entheogens 

allow one to feel it and know it intuitively and emotionally on the soul 

level.  There may not be "aliens" in "outer space," but there are "higher 

intelligences" in "parallel dimension" / "parallel universes" that can be 

accessed in inner space.  The "aliens" that have come to Earth are not 

from the material outer space of consensus reality, but from another 

frequency of the brain receiver.  The events taking place during 

entheogenic / visionary experiences / dreams are signals coming in from 

another dimension.   

* 

The idea that the most powerful force behind creation is the need of the 

creative principle / Absolute Consciousness to give and receive Love.  

This need to give and receive Love.  That is the essence of the mushroom 

experience.  Perhaps the mushrooms are a gift / a tool sent by the Great 

Mind / Absolute Consciousness by which / through which Love can be 

sent to us, and by which we can be made aware of / connect with It 

(Mind).  The annihilating force of Love that the mushroom imparts.  The 

key to seeing through the divisions, the key to understanding the illusory 

nature of the material world lies in our ability to experience the ineffable 

numinosity the mushroom has to offer.    

* 

Poetry as psychospiritual tool for altering one's consciousness.  The 

poem as psychic autobiography, synthesizing the disparate bits of 

information and ideas flooding the mind.  The written word / language 

itself is an inadequate way of communicating the immensity / the 

multitudes we contain.  Inadequate to describe the entheogenic / 



mystical experience.  As our consciousness evolves, how we 

communicate will evolve as well.  Perhaps we will evolve to communicate 

like cephalopods, or telepathically.     

* 

The "place" we go in between incarnations is another dimension.  The 

soul is consciousness / a piece of the Absolute Mind.  In between 

incarnations the soul rejoins the cosmic mind.  Then the soul incarnates 

again.  Entheogens allow the mind and soul to merge / to speak to each 

other.  Entheogens awaken the mind to the knowledge that it is divine.   

The soul is a higher intelligence.  The idea that there exists an infinite 

number of parallel universes / realities / dimensions.  Or vertical 

universes for that matter.  The idea that the spirit world is visible to 

cultures that do not actively deny the spirit world.  The idea that 

consensus reality - the Western mindset - would begin to see the spirit 

world - the spirit world would manifest itself - if enough people believe it 

/ willed it to exist.  Anything is possible / anything can be made to 

manifest itself into the material world / plane if enough minds can join 

together to bring it about.  But that can be for good or ill.  What you 

believe creates the reality you experience.  Change your mind, change 

your reality.  Open your mind, open your reality. Consciousness is 

infinite, and the brain acts as a reducing valve to attempt to control the 

flow / synthesize the torrent.  We are blind to all the bits of 

consciousness / reality that our society denies or doesn't emphasize.  

The reality we see is in many ways shaped by the prevailing attitudes 

and beliefs of the people.  The brain acts as a kind of consciousness 

prism.  Everything is connected.  The universe we inhabit is but one of 

many that have been born and will die.  Our universe is not eternal, but 

the cycle in which universes come into being is eternal.  These vast time 

scales of exayears.  This eternity is inside you.  You can access this 



eternity with entheogens.  You can merge with and become eternity.  You 

can know that you are infinite on the soul level.       

* 

Conclusion 

These ideas / this vision is not frozen / fixed.  Everything is in flux.  

Everything is subject to further development / evolution.  I would hope 

that a reader would build on my ideas / use them to help further their 

own visions.  Compare your insights and revelations with what I've 

written here.  What I have put forward here is a beginning.  The 

dominant culture that we live in, and the consensus reality arrived at by 

that culture are insane.  A sane person will be considered insane by this 

insane society.  I am at a point in my life where I'm not afraid of being 

considered a crackpot.  I would hope that through my work / The Work I 

could lead people back to the work that has influenced me, and help 

keep that work alive - to pass on the material that has meant so much to 

me, and in so doing create a new piece / new link in the chain.  Giving a 

new body to the creative principle / creating a new body for the Living 

Poem to inhabit, a new vessel in which to carry forth the gnosis.     

 

July 2018 
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