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For My 11 Year old Niece on Inauguration Day (2017) 
 
The U.S. has an 8 Trillion dollar estimated infrastructure deficit               
so I figure I’d take my students to the 8th floor                 ethical minimalism 
of the Laney Tower, coz they never saw                            may pass for discursive maximalism 
the city from a skyscraper before…. 
nor does the campus have dorms 
                                                                   Can I blow your mind as mine was blown 
                                                                   at 18 by professors who got me off TV and soda 
                                                                  while the college radio stations 
                                                                  lead me through a beautiful labyrinth 
                                                                  to my first live/work warehouse 
In an era of foodtrucks, 
a ma & pa shop (sustainable) 
would be revolutionary 
it’s okay to research landlord names & biographies. 
Celebrate capitalism. Monopoly? 
Play devil’s advocate. We’ll learn a lot 
                                                                   So when does cyberbulling become identity theft? 
                                                                   How can we make agape “hip” again? 
                                                                   Do you want to integrate 
                                                                   into a burning building? Are you nostalgic 
                                                                  for the ‘good old days’ of “The World Is A Ghetto?” 
                                                                  Mouth agape, and your hustle has taken 
                                                                   most of your mind, and heart 
                                                                   but agape’s got to be wider than your job 
                                                                   or you’re probably not doing your job right…. 
Are today’s so called hipsters square? 
Baby, I don’t care. I just wish they’d fight 
to lower rents and help folks priced out come back 
                                                                  Who needs to swim if you got a bridge? 
                                                                  Who needs a bridge if you can make the lake smaller? 
                                                                  And some wonder how you can be against police brutality 
                                                                  if you’re in favor of gun control, or mind body dualism 
The activist is scolding the artist again 
and the artist sings “Forget You” back 
but as a teacher I get to play both 
or you might say neither. 
                                                         The Police Brutality dance craze got people in the streets 
                                                         and in moments like these, it seems like it would be 
                                                         the easiest thing to overthrow the international banking elite 
                                                         as poetry sits on the sideline, ready to pounce 
                                                        but also ready to sleep 
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At the end of 12th Night,  
the humiliated Puritan vows revenge! 
A few years later, they colonized America. 
and the community college 
could become a model school 
if we considered the English Degree 
as vocational as the culinary and construction degree… 
                                                                                Necessity deferred 
                                                                                you didn’t die without it yet 
                                                                                so curfewed austerity ethics 
                                                                                proves it no true need 
                                                                                compared to puritan control groups. 
                                                                                Deviant, need bleeds 
The Labor Secretary hates Labor! 
The Education Secretary is against Education! 
                                                               And just when a critical mass get wise  
                                                               to the Corrections Corporation of America 
                                                               it changes its name to Corecivic so you have to Google it 
Facebook suspects realignment 
as if the white working class 
and the black working class 
could unite against the coastal elite 
as the Democratic City Hall 
sells off another public park 
for a private luxury condo. 
                                                                     They’re discussing  
                                                                     the “failure” of the Black Panthers 
                                                                     over Artisan brews at the Growler shop 
                                                                     where the Panthers used to feed the poor 
And you wanna curse specialization 
at least as much as gentrification again 
and you wanna curse social media even more 
coz you can’t find the perfect tweet 
uniting people beyond the lowest common denominator: 
                                                               Dig, if you will, a picture 
                                                               of the government as a wish bone. 
                                                               on one side pulled by the corporate minority 
                                                               and on the other side by the working class majority 
 
All my life, money’s mattered more than masses 

                                                                                I went to my congressman 
                                                                               & she said quote 
                                                                              those guys vote with money 
                                                                              you pay only with your vote 
but now, in the “arm wrestling match,” 
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the asymmetrical warfare, 
feel we’re one pawn away from checkmate 
though they haven’t begun dividing up Iran 
between Israel and Saudi Arabia yet….. 
much less harvest those Arctic Pineapples 

                                                                         I suck at haggling, but I’m told 
                                                                         you’re supposed to ask for more 
                                                                         than what you’ll probably get 
                                                                         rather than trying to be rational 
                                                                         with people who have reservations about 
                                                                         appearing to be white supremacists 
                                                                         until they realize Trump can get away with it…. 
Meanwhile, the poor collectivists 
are trying to get the poor individualists 
to join them against the rich                  
who pretend they’re individualists 
but stick together when push comes to shove. 
                                                                               If the child of a white supremacist 
                                                                               went to an elementary school 
                                                                               that taught Spanish and/or Chinese 
And, yeah, I liked the way                                 to keep up with the 21st century 
the movement for black lives                           and most other countries        
worded its demand for                                      who raise kids to be bilingual,            
reparations for continuing harms….                it could only take a generation 
and the catastrophist can fall in love               to do away with xenophobia          
with the fertile crisis, but this poem               that fear of being left behind           
needs more dialogue to save it                        that social media can stoke         
from a facebook cartoon of earnest authenticity:                                         (into reactive hate) 
                                                                               Thing One: “Some say if Lehman Brothers 
                                                                               had been called Lehman Sisters 
                                                                               they wouldn’t have crashed the economy….” 
                                                                               Thing Two:  I wanna believe 
                                                                               they don’t just mean white sisters….” 
Thing 1: “and when the NEA is cut, 
 we can go beyond demanding it be restored, 
 but actually do a better job 
of selling the need for arts-funding 
to those who don’t see artists 
as working class, and who see art 
as much less necessary than an Iwatch….” 
 
 Thing 2: “Certainly now is not the time to mention the possibility that the NEA only rewarded art in a narrow 
ideological spectrum. After all, you liked some of the art it rewarded, and now that, too, might be lost” 
 
Thing 1:  
“but this could be a great opportunity 
for a non-mass media populism 
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that can speak to those 
on a 6th grade reading level 
(which will be considered  
a 12th grade reading label 
if Betsy De Vos gets her way).” 

                               and what is the right age to teach a kid about money? 
                                                       I hid on black Friday 
                                                      celebrate black Tuesday. 
                                                      if a great crash comes 
                                                     can New Deal Programs 
                                                     that put artists to work be far behind 
                            We crawl through a hole in the syllabus 

The teacher wanted an argument  
& Laura wanted to punch him with fists of poetry! 
Oh, poetry, forgive my homelessness for having cursed you! 
"the poetic form of the effective craigslist room share ad  
is harder to master than all your award winning double sestinas…." 
 
I love you more than an award winning  
fiction TV series about illegal drugs in the ghetto 
sponsored by the maker of legal drugs 
your doctor gets a commission for pushing on you 
so maybe we can collaborate on a book called 
“What’s The Matter With Kansas 
Ain’t Too Different from What’s 
The Matter With Hollywood and Silicon Valley”  
                                                             As inauguration day helicopters fly above us 
                                                                        to prepare us for the flying Google drone wars, 
                                                                        a Vietnamese student writes 
                                                                        The Black Panthers were at fault 
                                                                        For not doing their duty and joining the army. 
                                                                        I respect his opinion, and ask, “so you think 
                                                            It was good for America to bomb Vietnam? 

I was speaking to a 70 year old trucker                                                        If my Italian 
for the Port of Oakland, who told me                                                           grandmother 
the economic racism of Oakland is so bad                                                  were alive today 
that he’s joining many in repatriating the south;                                       & we spoke 
his son can get a much better house                                                            the same language, 
making less money in Mississippi                                                                   she’d say “if I knew 
than he ever could here….                                                                               America 
and could we ever elect a mayor                                                                   was going to turn out 
as truly progressive (if that word can be positive)                                      worse than Italy is now, 
in Oakland as Chokwe Lumumba in Jackson?                                              I wouldn’t have become 
                                                      Repatriation:                                                a mail-order bride 
                                                      I don’t know how big of a trend it is.       to get out…to get here 
                                                      most I know being displaced 
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                                                      are staying in the north 
                                                      and moving to the exurbs 
                                                      or what Jeff Chang calls  
                                                      the chocolate suburbs 
                                                      of vanilla cities, and with 
                                                      the rising number of church 
                                                      bombings and shootings in the south, 
                                                      can you blame them? 
 
But I wonder if my 11 year old niece                                   “we might love you 
knows about how Brown V. The Board of Education          enough to say the truth 
could not really address racism                                              but we’ll edit it out 
by shutting down underfunded black schools                     coz we love what you say 
to bus them to the schools in white neighborhoods          just after it better.” 
rather than giving the schools in black neighborhoods 
as much money as the schools in white neighborhoods— 
which, for the most part, had yet to be tried 
(sure, white schools need more money too. 
We can fund both, taking it from our military 
would actually be doing our soldiers a big favor). 
                                                                                   A couple jogs past.  
                                                                      One with “Google” on his chest 

                                                                                   & “love it or leave it” on the back 

                                                                                    the other with Air BnB on her chest 

                                                                      & “don’t tread on the techies” on the back. 
after a kiss of hope and/or hopelessness, 
anger and sorrow gently play leapfrog 
 in our bed where I’m trying to shut my mind off  
from thinking about Gregory who had just been shot,  
and came to class in heavy wheelchair pain for fear I’d flunk him 
 
                                                               
 
                     


