
LAKE NIAGARA GREEN 

 

which is to say, clear 



HALITOSIS 2016 

 

Breathing sustains a voice.  Lots of breathing. 

Wheeze of the voice to your condition.  Declarative.   

Your other forms whole and still.  Descriptive.  

How mouths treat your peace.  Won’t you emerge   

in the sweet breath of function. 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



FITS SCALE EVERY YEAR 

 

when snails 

slugs 

and bees 

ravished  

the same  

potted flower  

no one  

suffered  

fences 

lean there 



WITHOUT CAMPS  

 

unchecked folk  

the disaster flourished  

in contaminated areas  

  

population exploding meltdown  

 

in the wire, dirt 

unfit consumption and breeding  

out of control 

 

a veritable problem  

 

the new adventure 

beyond quarantine zones  

disposal of the carcass 

 

logistical headaches  

 

once a pricey  

incinerator prevents it  

from spreading can handle  

 

three a day 

 

 

 

 

 



RONDELLE 

 

Hello.  Sorry to disturb you.  I’m living right over there.   

I was wondering if you could help me.   

She’s been crying, as you’ve probably heard, and she  

won’t stop, wouldn’t dare.   

 

She won’t go to sleep, she’s very tired.   

I’ve noticed you have three of your own.   

She remarked it, I’m living right over bone.    

It’s something that happens, it’s weird. 

 

We pay attention to it.   

I’m hoping you can help, she’s right over there.   

Could you go bring her to your place, until mom dares 

to come back, she’s better suited, she knows it.   

I’m going to go sit over there, pay attention to it.   

Thank you for helping there. 



AME 

 

You can’t go wrong with shelves. 

What can’t be, or is 

   

so was it. 

 

Up there 

like a star, not far 

 

transmitting 

 

SELFIE WOULD MAKE A GOOD HOMEMAKER 

 

2016: It is not  

pretentious to pretend.   

 

Because we find out my true character.  

 

[but]  

Hopefully my words stick. 

 

Hopefully it finds me. 

 

 

 



SQUATTING 

 

I have a pain in my back. 

I am a doer. 

And a writer. 

I have a pain in my back.  



AT 

 

When your opposites  

met, you wound up   

in anecdotes.   

 

Somehow our toothbrushes  

wound up, near  

others. 

 

Somehow the butt   

so out of place 

it’s offensive. 

 

Flick it in the bushes. 

 



ARS POETICA 

 

a sayer  

like doer 

heartwarming 

 

but doing is  

unlike   

saying  

 

like 

saying does but 

doesn’t 

 

PORCH, LOOK, WAVE 

 

climbing up and down 

for three years. 



A PORTION OF THE TITLES  

for Susan Grimm 

 

Lake Erie Blue 

finding it 

fenceline  

 

photography & suicide 

siddhartha in the parks 

with afrocuba 

 

roxana on the res 

the cosmic connection  

inch by inch 

 



THE BALLAD OF DAVE MAHAR  

 

Time came when M lost his cool.  Permit app approved 

he decried if that fool 

of a judge hadn’t happened 

to have my back, then I’d still have their asses! 

 

As it stood I’d go on  

alone.  That was always it 

anyway.  Such was our state  

when it never even happened! 

 

My lawyer told me to sit tight and smile 

and I did and now we’re going to trial 

something I never expected to happen  

I get to bury these fools, but they won’t let me!



THE EFFECTS OF READING (A TRAGICOMEDY) 

 

another Kafka cost me my job 

the paper was everywhere  

had my shoes shined that morning 

 

it was the story of my life when Pip is stranded 

and flipped, Ahab takes him in  

truth Ruth every story  

  

when I hit the tab to view the ashy tribe 

“knowledge is only rumor until it’s in the muscle” 

so I cleaned my office 

 

and after cleaning the office 

a fly doing circles on its back  

revisits each place 

 

two years ago this same thing happened 

 


